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Salire’s my weapon; hut I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

J only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Lhieves, supercafgoes, sharpers, and directors.-—-Popr. 
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From te Black Dwarf to the Woolsack in the House 


of Lords. 





ON THE UNCONSTITUTIONAL ORIGIN OF 
THE ARISTOCRACY: 
Friend WOooLsacn, 

I call thee friend, because to all quiet things I am most 
friendly; and thou art &s quiet a thing as I know of. 
Whether a knave, or an honest man clap his posteriors on 
thy surface, is to thee the same. Thou hast neither affec- 
tion for the one, nor hatred for the other, but wpholdest 
both with a degree of eomplacercy which a stoic might 

, despair to emulate. Thou art proof even. against’ the 
solemu mockery of Eldon’s tears;-and when they trickle 
down thy sides, thou art as indifferent as if a less precious 
stream were wandering through common heath. I like thy 
philosophy. There aré few thing's in this world worth the 
impulse of the feelings ; and in the place where thou art 
fixed, there are not even a common proportion of matters 
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worth notice. Allis as empty as the speeches which thoy 
luckily canst not hear—as delusive as the eloquence which 
fortunately thou art not obliged to listen to. 

lam almost afraid to tell thee, however, notwithstand- 
ing the placid ani unoffending nature, that thon art 
likely to be disturbed. Aye, marry, art thou, and that 
sooner than any of thy friends expect. There is an enter- 
prizing and zealous reformer, one Major Cartwright, who 
has been long examining thee with an inquiring eye. 
Whether he did not find the line of political beauty in thy 
looks, I cannot say; but after eying thee with the most 
piercing scrutiny, he has absolutely questioned thy right 
to be there ; and though he does not talk of taking thee 
by the four corners, and throwing thee into the Thames, 
as a certain spirited commoner talked of the people taking 
some of their sham representatives by the shoulders, and 
walking them inio some more appropriate situgtion for 
political juggling than the temple of the rights of the 
people; yet I can perceive that if the great men who sur- 
round thee, and sit upon thee, would leave thee to be 
made an ordinary couch of, so far from being grieved at it, 
he would be indifferently well pleased to see thee in a 
state of absolute divorcement from the posteriors of. the 
present and all future Chancellors ! 


Thus art thon likely to be MOVED at last—how far, or 


in what manner, it would require a conjuror to proclaim. 
But prepare thee for the worst, and endeavour to recon- 
cHe thyself to thy inevitable fate. Thou art as silent, O 
mighty Woolsack ! as the enemies of reform, upon one of 
Lotd John Russell’s motions; but thou mayst not the less 
bitterly anticipate the decay of all thy glories! 
Having been so long considered as a venerable relic of 
antiquity, thou wilt be surprised to hear that thou crt 
only a. mushroon, of about eight hundred years old; and 
that the constitution, of which the aforesaid Major Cart- 
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Wight declares thee to be but an excresciéd, was six 
hundred years old when thou wert born; and that, in 
sober truth, the comstiiation, beumy much ger od by 
old age, having been debauched by Wiliam the Con- 
queror, died in child-birth of a house of lords, of which 
thou art the distinguishing exblem. In his search, this 
indefativable labourer i the desert of the English polity, 
compared to whose exertions, those of Belzoni among 
the pyramids of Exypt are trivial, has found ihe perfect 
skeleton of the constitution; and he declares that the 
member now ealled the house of lords is not a part of it; 
and that, so far from its being a part of the said skeleton, 
it would be utterly impesstble to connect the two, with- 
out producing a ridiculous monster, destitute of strength, 
proportion, or utility. ‘This, O Woolsack ! must be sad 
news for thee: for if there were no house of lords, there 
would be no need of the woolsack; and thou mightest be 
torn to pieces to make cushions for the bottoms of ordi- 
haty men! JT see thou art incredulous ; and if thou hadst 
lees to start upon, thou wouldst rise in affright! But 
hear him—hear this determined incuirer describe the parts 
of this skeleton c nstitul 0%: ! 
‘ Elements of England's Constitution: 

“ 1. Phose principles of truth and morality; on which 

political liberty, and social crder depend 


4c oD 
me 


A militia of all men cepable of arms“bearing. 
“ 3, A Wittenagemote annually elected by the people 
for making laws. 

Grand and petit juries of the people, fairly drawn 
for applying the laws.. 

. A magistriecy. eleetert by the people, for duly per- 
forming all executive duties. 

‘ Of these, (says he) the first and. the fifth are essen- 

lial, but general ; whereas the seednd, third, and fourth; 


respectively, are necessary to the immediate self-preser* 
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vation of the community, as well as of the individual 
persons of whom that community is the aggregate; to- 
gether constituting a body politic, complete in all its 
members.”’ 


9 


“Complete !’’ [ hear thee exclaim—“What a body 


or + . Yr? ? A 
“ politiccom plete without a FiHvolsack! A Governmentcom- 


66 plete without a liouse of Lords ! Why, where is the ~ 


“ Lord Chancelior to sit if there were no Weolsack! How 
* could a nation exist without hereditary peers to wear 
‘hereditary titles, and witii an hereditary despotism to 
“feed upon an immortal taxation! Complete, indeed} 
* Why the man mizht.as weil say a horse is complete 
‘« without a bridle in his mouth—an ass complete without 
“a cudgel to beat him with---anda man complete without 
“apair of frontiets on his brow! These things which 
“are the grace aid ornament of society, or which contri- 
“bute so essentially to the maintenance of social order, 
“areas essential paris of the animals, as their very limbs!” 

All this may be true, my Lord Wooisack ; but if horses 
were the judges, bridles might be thought treasonable 
weapons. if asses were kings, cudgels would be deemed 
traitors by them :---and though--- 


“The horn, the horn, the mighty horn, 


“fs not a thing to laugh to scorn :’— 


ull if the taste of married gentlemen were to be con- 
sulted, | know of but one in the empire who would be 
proud of the display: and, though he were the highest ta 
the realm, he might find some difficulty in selling the fas- 
kion. I eyntess, however, my most honourable Lord 
Wooisack, that when horses are bridied, when asses are 
accustomed io the cudgel, and when men have their front- 
lets fixed, there may be such great difficulty in getting 
rid of the incumberances, that’ the animals, in despair, 
may try to console themselves with the sophistry. that 
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avhat sticks so closely to them must be part of themselves. 
and lay the fault on nature. 

It does appear to me, my Lord Woolsack, that if the 
skeleton, dug out of the ruins of the Norman desolation 
by Major Cartwright, could be clothed with flesh, and 
animated into a second existence—if the voice that spoke 
life and vigour to the valley of dry bones, would but 
condescend to breathe into this dead corse the breath of 
life, there would be a complete whole, of which the 
house wotld form no part, and yet would not be wanted. 
The “ principles of truth and morality,’ need no house 
of lords for their promulgation and general understanding. 
‘“ A militia of all men capable of bearing arms,” is also 
independent of an aristocratic chamber. “ A Witte- 
nagemote, aunually elected by the people for enacting 
laws ;—yjuries of the people for applying them:—and a 
magistracy elected by the people for performing the exe- 
cutive duties ;’—all these things might exist without a 
woolsack! But as they do not exist, as the “ social 
order” of England ts not built on truth and morality, 
but on force and fraud; on delusion and oppression—as 
arms are carefully kept out of the hands of-m:n who 
would use them against their real enemies, and put into 
the hands of those who will use them as directed, and 
with equal alacrity against friend as foe—as grand jurtes 
are not drawn at all, but packed in the gross; and as 
other juries are drawn unfairly, in the detail: and as the 
magistracy is not elected by the people, but imposed upon 
the people—I am not prepared to deny that a woolsack 
and a house of lords, which do exist, are rare substitutes 
for a system that ought to evist. 

Thou art, in part, good Woolsack, to thank Mr, Can- 
ning for an inquiry that may leave thee without shelter in 
some coming storm. It was that sagacious gentleman 
who helped the Major in some degree to the conclusion, 
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that to repair the foungaiions Gia vad sysiem would be 
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also: or, in oiber wv ords, if tue house of cOnUNnOUS Were 








reformed, and the house of lords left as itis, the reform 





of. the first party wouid be useless, because the second, 
being: equal in authority, would stand ready to nullify all 





























advantage. “ If,’ says be, “ you wish for reform, be- 
cause the house of commous found it necessary to pass 
severe enaclmen’s, for the repression of dangerous dis- 
turbances, then I ask, are the house of lords, who were 
parties to those transactions to go free? If not, then] 
ask, what is the remedy which you propose $ And if you 
propose no remedy for the Louse of lords, where ts the. 
benefit of reforming the house of commons? Tf there be 
another assembly co-oreraling with the house of commons, 
then a reform of the house of commons is NUGATORY, 
without a cv-prdinate reform of that olher body also. I 
put,” says he, “ this plain guesivon, and L have never. 
yet met the man who would answer it satisfactorily.” I 
must now quote from the language of a man, whom Mr. 
Canning will take care not to meet. ‘te Major says, in 
reply to this. ‘© Had I presented Mr. Canning with 
£14,000, and a rich service of plate, for advocating a 
resteration of our constitution, such as it was prior to its 
acquaintance with a house of lords, 1 question whether 
he would have done it more to my satisfaction, than he 
has been so obliging as to doit gratis. What, is-here- 
ditary power, the very acme of all that is unjust and ab- 
surd, ta be set up as a barrier against national salvation! 
_And a power now proved to have originated in the fraud 
and force of a brutal and perjured Norman tyrant, wha 
had. just sworn ta govern on Saxon principles? Has this 
been the sheet-ancbor of the borough-mougers for wea~ 
thering the storm of popular discontent; and their en- 
couragement in trampling for half a century upon the. 
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people while all they asked was an independent house of 


commodgs. 


‘‘ Tf our oppressors will force us to go further, go we 
must. And I, for one, although heretofore, for want of 
knowledge, confining my views for so many years to a 
radical reform of the Common’s House, am now profoundly. 
grateful to Providence, for having at length enabled me 
to discover the insufficiency of even that remedy of mis- 
government, for restoring a well-secured freedom in tran- 
quillity, and consistent with England’s constitution, and 
the dignity of man. I, therefore, in the terms of a toast, 
which Mr. Canning drank at Liverpool, with three times 
three shouts of applause, now say to him, “‘ The consti- 
tution, the whole constitution, and nothing but the consti- 


tution ?”’ 


And tn this constitution, Oh! Woolsack, he says thou 
art nol---and that he will have nothing to do with thee. 
Nay, I verily believe, that not even an offer to make him 
the Lord Chaneellor, anda promise tv newly stuff thee 
for his accommodation, (fond as he is of asoft seat) would 
reconcile him to thy endurance. Docile and patient 
as thou art, and inoffensive as thou seemest, he holds 
thee in no better estimation than an emblem of conquest 
and usurpation, thinly covered by a veil of delusion ; and 
the only terms thou canst make with him, willbe by con- 
sent on thy part to take up with a lodging in the lower 
house ; and then, I doubt not, but in sign of amity and good 
will, the Major will condescend to sit upon thee himself ; 
and if thou couldst plead that service to the country, in 
mitigation of the evil of having been so mischievously 
pressed by others, | am persuaded Minos would take care 
thou wert not thown into the fire like common lumber. 

It was an unlucky question to raise, as to how thou 
camest to occupy a place inthe upper portion of the senate 
house. Thou wert there, and that was enough for thee, 
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nd for thy friends, if thou couldst renjain there. 





What 
was itto thee, orto them. that “ no euch Cocteine, no 
such practice, no such Instituhions, as herecilary legislators 
was ever heard of in the Angio-Saxen times!’ . The 
things are common enough now, and though growing out 
of fashion in some ylaces, they may be ju vogue a great 
while yet, among unfashionable foiks in Russia and else- 
where, 

One of the most extraordinary maiters, however, is the 
the declaration of the writer that the conduct of the Hoase 
of Lords has ** very wer contributed to convert him to 
an immovable behtef thet a Elouse of Lords 4s no part of 
the English Constitstion, nor cau ever bea part of any 
free Government.” ‘This is making matters even ; for if 


“sy 


a House of Lords, being no part ef “— C <iioadies bus 
an usurpation, should convince ihe peopie by their conduc 
that they ought not to possess hereditary power, they may 
make honourable amends for their misvehaviour, by pro- 
curing theirown correction ; and thus reach justice by a 
bye-path whieh they would never have trod, could they 
have foreseen to where it led. 

The origin of this venerable branch of the Boroughmon- 
ger system, is curious enough, and deserves quoting ; for 
though thou, O Woolsack, has been accustomed to bear, 
and to bear with, many Lords, perhaps thou artas much 
ata loss to know for what they were creaied, or from 
whence they came, as I was on my arrival in Engiand.— 
In Japan the nobles are made ofa better sort of clay than 
ordinary ; and you may guess one by his looks, as you may 
distinguish between common delf and ehina-ware. But 
in England, they are, for the most part, made of the 
commonest materials ; and some of them are 


“ Sent into the world scarce half made up; 
“ And that so lamely and unfashionably, 
‘ That dogs bark at them as th ew halt aly 
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Japoly not this so mucin to their bodiesas to their minds, 
which are often more misshapen than nature ever made a 
withered limb. But wien we learn, friend Woolsack, 
from whence they came, we shail not be surprised at what 
so many of them are. Ma‘or Cartwright, on this head, 
quotes Hottoman, who, in the 16th chapter of his Franco 
Gallia, says,- -‘ We must notomit making mention of the 
“ cunning device made use of by Hugh Capet for establish- 
“ing him in his new dominion.—lor whereas ALL the mae- 
“ostractes and honours of the kingdom, such as Duke- 
‘doms, Earidoms, &e. had been hitherto from ancient 
“times conferred upon selee? and deserving persons in 
the general conventions of the PEOPLE, and were held 
only during good beviour; whereof (as the lawyers 
‘express it) they were beneficiaries: Hugh Capet, in 
order to secure to himself the affections of the rreaitmen, 
was the first that made these lonours yerpefual, which 
‘formerly were but femporary: and ordained, that such as 
“ obtained them should have an hercditary right in them, 
“and might leave them to their children and posterity in 
“like manner as their other esiates.”’ 

To this account, Spelman adds--- ‘This happened’ in 
“France, a little before the conquest of England: aud from 
“this precedent of Hugh Canet, did ovr William the 
“ Conqueror make the earldoms and feuds in England, first 
‘hereditary.’ And the Major continues---‘* Whether the 
‘present order of things, as defined by Blackstone, be, 
“or be not, that happy union of monarchy, aristocracy, 
‘and democracy, it must appear that in its legislative 
“organ it was not the eifect of wise contrivance, or o¢ 
* free choice on the part of the people; for the ovzginal 
‘* creation.of the House of Lords was the sole act of a tyran- 
“ nical king for the purpose of ensiaving the people.” 

Asan antiquity then, thou seest, Oh Woolsack, that 
the House of Lords has not much to boast of; and still 
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less as to honourable origin. And yet the institution 
might, by some strange chance, have been a good one, 
and one part of this inquiry is, whether it be so or not, 
On this head we have the following queries :--- 

‘What are we to say for the virtue or prudence of these 
lords, when not satisfied with one hereditary branch of 
the legislature, they, in contempt of the people, openly 
aim at making the other their hereditary property also ? 
Does not this daring conspiracy call for an actual accom- 
plishment of what the independents failed to effect ? 
The historian of the boroughs enumerates 144 lords, who 
have already usurped 300 seats in the Common’s House; 
and shewn that when Peers are at the head of the treasu- 
ry, of the Admiralty, and of the Ordnance, this gives 
them sixteen seats more. To these add 123 borough 
patrons among the commoners, who for obvious reasons 
are sure allies of the lords in the project of rendering 
both houses their hereditary, estate ; which 123 common- 
ers command 171 seats; thus devoting to the monopoli- 
zing project of the Lords, 487 voices and votes, in that 
which is mockingly styled the Commons’ House.”’ 

Now, O potent-chancellor-bearing Woolsack, what 
hast thou to say in thine own behalf? It is not for me to 
undertake thy defence ; for lam not of thy faction, and 
onky wish that truth may prevail. Pray, therefore, that 
thy guardian genius may give thee powers of speech to 
defend thyself, Burst thine hitherto impenetrable silence, 
and let us hear thy defence of beings, “ swaddled, and 
rocked, and dandled into lords and legislators ;’’—and let 
us hear how they became parts of the English constitution! 
There they are, apparent to the eye, audible to the ear, 
and tangible to the touch ; an or7gin they must have had; 


_and if the Major hath not assigned the true one, give us & 


more honourable pedigree. If the true one is already 
assigned, give us justice. If the hereditary aristocracy 
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etiginated in the tyranny ofa foreign despot who had suc-+ 


cessfully thrown the chaius of arbitrary power over the 
people of this country, an endeavour to curtail the privi+ 
leges af the aristocracy is as justifiable as the attempts to 
reduce the kingly power within narrower limits. The 
kingly power we have seen transferred to the borough- 
mongers. A hing of Lagland is now only the most splen- 
did subject in the realm. He has masters, and-must obey 
them, Itis rarely even that the choice of his servants is 
allowed him; and many of his household are plagues 
which he cannot remove. Yet the Norman authority of 
an hereditarv aristocracy prevails in all its force, and is 
maintained in all its authority, by an offensive and defen- 
sive alliance with the Borough system, by which the 
House of Commons is reduced to the condition of a colony 
to the Wpper House—and a colony too, in which the 
slave-trade prevails to a far more mischievous extent than 
in any colony of the West. 

In a “ Review of the Constitution of Great Britain,’’ 
published anonymously, I find the following remarks, 
friend Woolsack ; and it will become thee to answer them, 
if thou canst, when it shall please Heaven to gift thee 
with speech, in behalf of thy noble friends. I say not 
that the remarks are true, but it behoves thee to shew 
that they are untrue. 

In page 26, it is observed, that in Turkey, “ the arm of 
despotism bears hard upon the rich. In England, the 
aristocracy of the riel is appressive to the poor. Does the 
Pacha of a province stand in need of money? He sends 
for a dozen of opulent infidel merchants, Christians or 
Jews! He spunges them without ceremony, and then 
returns them to the tide of traffic, to imbibe fresh wealth, 
and to prepare them for another squeeze. This is cer- 
tainly an act of oppression and injustice ; but. very. limited, 
however, in its operation, and by which the great, mass. 
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of public felicity is very little diminished. In England, 
on the contrary, where the aristocracy of wealth prevails 
over all, the few rich flourish in security, and riot in every 
possible enjoyment; but the great mass of the people is 
cruelly harrassed and oppressed. In Turkey, the tiger 
despotism springs upon his single victim, aud gluts him- 
self with carnage; but in England, the monster aris- 
tocracy, extending over the devoted millions her ten 
thousand fangs, sucks from every pore of the people a 
never-ceasing stream of blood. In Turkey, the quantum 
of sufferance is determined by the common sense and 
common feeling of mankind ; particular acts of state op- 
pression are permitted to pass with impunity; but the 
moment that the tyrant begins’ to lay a heavy hand upon 
the many, the Musselmans run instantly to arms, and the 
despot is deprived of life, or at least expelled from his 
government. But in England the people appear te have 
lost every criterion of right and wrong. ‘They cannot tell 
whether they are oppressed or not, without consulting 
certain musty records, which form the basis of what they 
eall their constitution ; a thing which nobody understands, 
and which only serves to afford their politicians a subject 
of eternal wrangling ; and their ministers an opportunity 
of plundering the nation without risk. We will admit, 
say the boroughmongers, that some abuses have crept in- 
to the government of this country: bret then we contend 
that the constitution of England, in its purity, is esta- 
blished on the most perfect principles of freedom ! 

‘Vain, and fallacious supposition! which deludes the 
multitude, and has impeded more than any other cause, 
the progress of Liberty in Great Britain. On what is 
your boasted constitution established ?” 

This writer goes on to explain away the seeming para- 
dox of the three estates of the realm; and though he 
does this in a manner rather too spiritual, he displays 
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much ingeauily in his premises, and arrives at just con- 
clusions. 

« With respect to the system of government to be adopt- 
ed, it appears to me that the best, and indeed the only 
good system of government, is that which unites in one, 
a PURE democracy, a PURE aristocracy, and a PURE mo- 
narchy. ‘To explain this seeming enigma, in the first 
place, the government must consist ina pure democracy ; 
inasmuch as the power of the whole must be omnipotent 
over all its parts ; for when a part has power to controul 
the whole, tyranny and not government must ensue. 

“In the second piace, a pure aristocracy must prevail, 
(that is to says an aristocracy in the proper ard primitive 
sense of the word, which signifies pre-emenence of the 
best ;) for if the best and wisest were not at the head of 
the state, the Government would incur every moment 
the danger of shipwreck. But who are the best? Those 
certainly who are chosen by the people ; for who, except 
a man’s fellow-citizen, can, or ought to be the judges of 
his probity and wisiom? ~ A good Government. will 
therefore consist in an aristocracy chosen by the people. 

“ti: the third place, a pure monarchy is necessary to 
rood government ; or in other words, it is necessary that 
one will should, (for execution of the laws}, reign supreme 
over ail: for if there existed in the state more than one 
will, contention would ensue ; and contention is the ene- 
my of government, for government 7s concord. Ina good 
government, therefore, there can°be but one will, or mo- 
narchy, which is the wall of the people, for if the will of 
a part shouid controul the will of the whole, the natural 

raiio of things would be inverted, and tyranny would 

overthrow government, 

‘‘ Let us now try, by these criteria of good government; 
the constitution of Great Britain. In the first place we 

have xo democracy; for the people, as we have already 
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secon, are not represented. in the second place, we have 
no aristocracy, or pre-eminence of the best; for the go- 
wernors of the nation are the eiuldren ef chance, and not 
the choice, of the people. In the third place, the British 
Constitution is not monarchiul; for the covornment is 
committed not to the guidance of one will; but to the 
contention of several. In its best theory, itis the warfare 
of three wills; but in substance and fact, it is the con- 
jurated treason Gf three parts against the will of the 
whole.”’ 

“ Since therefore, (continues this writer,) it is clearly 
demonstrated that the constitution, as it is called, of Great 
Britain, is neither monarchy, aristocracy, nor democracy ;— 





















what is it then? It is oltgarchy, ochlarchy, tyranny, cor- 
ruption, anarchy! ‘To this constitution, therefore, what 
hinders us from saying in the words of the inspired writer: 
thou art weighed in the balance and found winting.” 
What wilt thou say to these matters, friend Woolsack ? 
I think L see thee biushing st whet thou canst not an- 
swer, and yet which thou wouldst fain disbelieve :—and I 
think I hear thy rough antagonist exclaim, “ Now, infidel. 
Ihave thee on the hip!” Butir charity 1 will help thee, 
friend Woolsack, to an answer. Yake a dart out of the 
Major’s quiver; and throw it ot his propositions. ‘Pell him 
“ Great Britain” never had a cdnstittition—that England 


had one, butit has been ‘lone since pushed aside, anda 
chaotic medly of mischief and absurdity thrust into its seat. 
—Telt him that “the happy discovery of representation 
was the real catise, the divine secret, whereby a union of 
the three regular kinds of government actualiy produced 
that perfection whicha Plato, and a Cicero thought désir- 
able, and hoped was possibie,, but knew not how it was 
to be accomplished. For; in the theory of our genuine 
constitution, combified with our ancient practice, prior to 
the. Norman inn vations, in the colldctive people, you be- 
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hold aperfect Democracy :—in our Wittenagemote, you 
behold a true and faultless aristecracy ; and in our then 
elective chref magistracy, you behold all that is valuable 
in royally. ‘There we have democracy divested of its tur- 
bulency—its unsteadiness, its Hability of being duped by 
demagogues, with its consequent rashness in law-making, 
and violence towards such benefactors as Aristides ; while 
yet it retains its naturally genuine patriotism, and disin- 
terested devotion to the public good. Here, likewise, we 
have a dignified legislating aristocracy, without pride, in- 
solence, or tyranny ; identified with the people in their 
interests and affections ; conspicuous for wisdom and high- 
mindedness, and graced with all the qualities for serving 
and adorning the state. And, here, also, we have royalty 
m its supremest lustre ; enthroned in the people’s hearts ; 
strong in a nation’s strength ; wielding the community’s 
undivided power; and unobstructed by audacious faction, 
unruffied by popular discontent, and unmoved ‘by foreign 
intrigue, calmly executing the nation’s sovereign will. 

“ Such was the government of a wattenagemole, exe- 
“ cuted by an Alfred. Suchis the government of a con- 
“ gress, executed by a Munroe! Observe the benefit, 
and the happiness and the species of kingship. James 
Munroe’s first clection was carried by a trifling majority ; 


(¢ 
et 


¢é 


after presiding for four years, his second election was 
Without a dissenting voice. He has no guards ; and 
where he rules, although the press is perfectly free, go- 
vernment prosecutions for libels are unknown!” 


i 
‘¢ 
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Now, Oh Woolsack! having endeavoured to warn thee 
of the nature of the tenure upon which thy situation 
is held, and to instruct thee as to the best means thou 
canst adopt, to mitigate tue evils to which thou mayest be 
exposed, I take my leave of thee, hoping thou wilt pro- 
fit by my advice. Ido not suppose that thy noble friends 
will have the good fortune to hear the voice of reason:: 
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and “it is more than probable that if they did, they woruly 
disregard hier. Their self complacency is far too hiok 
theirvanity too infinite for them to profit by good cbtinéet 
and: therefore they must be leftin the hands of their des- 
tiny; to bear the evils agatast which they will not provide. 
But-do thou take heed, and be advised, that in thy better 
capacity, as an embiem of the staple manufacture of the 
country, thou mayest retain the respect of those who may 
not value thee in they other character. Fare-thee well, 
good Woolsack; fare-thee well. 
THE BLACK DWAREB. 

P. S.—If thou shhouldst see our old acquaintances, Crown 
and Scenire, say Imean to havea few words. with them 
shortly. 
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STATE OF FRELAND. 
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The state of Ireland is. becoming: so truly terrific, that 
it astounds the imagination to find the people of this 
country so indifferent to the conseqnences that must enste, 
if the present system be persisted in; and that it will be’ 
so persisted in, 1s as coriain as that plunderers will prefer 
their plunder to the common good. Mr. Gonlbourn, the’ 
Secretary of State for Ireland, moved on Monday last for 
the’ renewal of the Irish’ Insurrection “act; aad “in the 
course of “his speech he made the following frightfal and 
disgraceful observation. “ He was not there to vindicaté’ 
“ the insurrection-act, as conformable to the principles of 
« the British constitution. noras-a measure fit to-beven- 
“ forced amongst a civilted comniurity !'’ Treland, then} 
after being for five hundred years the bondslave of Eng* 
land, is in the ninéteentth century proclaimed “ not to bea 
civilized conimunity !”.- Wonderful ‘ result! How i0- 
corrigible ‘the’ Irish disposition must be, that five centuries 
of stripes, and insults, and pillage, hind” oppression; 
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should aot have civilized ber! Miracnlous cduclusion' 
that the lezislature of the cannon, the bayonet, the 
gibbet, and the lash, have not enlightened the Insh so 
much as to render them patient in the enjoyment of such 
blessings! Strange perversion of taste! that poverty 
and despair should not have taught the Irish gratitude 
and submission ! : 

But it is still more surprising that an English minister 
should dare to ask for unconstitutional powers, as a re- 
medy for the evils produced by-the abuses of authority. 
Ireland cannot be tranquil under the system. It is a dag- 
ger festering in her heart, and she cannot but writhe 
under the agony it occasions. ‘The poor misguided beings 
against whom these tyrannic measures are directed, are 
taking the wrong course to free themselves. Instead of 
tearing the dagger from the wound, they are driving it 
in still deeper by their extravagant and misdirected ven- 
geance. But the agony, they endure will! not suffer them 
to be tranguil. A brute would not be tranquil under tho 
tortures @f hunger and thirst. How then can ammals, if 
they had nothing but the shape of men, be expected to 
endure them patiently ?---but when insult, outrage and | 
oppression, are added to boilily privations of which Eng- 
lishmen can hardly imagine the nature, the result is an 
actual madness ; and as the system makes such madmen, 
faster then even despotism can destroy them, the effects 
of the madness will always exist, in despite of all tyranni- 
cal enactments. One measure of scverity fails, and another 
is resorted to, but to no purpose.. The moral right of 
tesistance remains with the first injured party, and what- 
ever priests may preach, nature working in. his breast 
prompts him to use it; and ¢he error lies, not in the re- 
sistance which if it could triumph would be called glorious ; 
but in the false mode of resistance, which, implicates tha 
You. X. No. 20. 
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victim and the avenger in one common fate!. The plea 
put forth for the use of these measures, which are con- 
fessedly untit for a civilized state, is, that [reland must be 
tranquilized, insurrection must be put down, before the 
causes that produce insurrection are attempted to be re- 
moved. This is a gross fallacy. Ireland cannot be tran- 
quillized—Insurrection cannot be put down by the mea- 
sures which have produced the spirit of insurrection. It 
is against oppression, intolerable oppression, — that 
the Irish raise the hand of indiscriminate vengeance } and 
until the oppression ceases, the vengeance can never 
be suppressed. No- matter how many are banished 
by vindictive laws—no matter how many expiate their 
own crimes, and ‘the crimes of their plunderers, upon 
the scaffold—the oppression is still at work ; and as cer- 
tainly as the same cause will produce the same effect, the 
same offences will continue, while the same injuries drive 
men to desperation. And for what are the injuries 
continued? Hear the causes and blush, if ye have any 
shame, ye oppressors of that unhappy iand !. That priests 
raay lie worth hundreds of thousands of pounds sterling, 
literally extrected from the sweat and blood of the thou- 
sands who are pillaged, and almost starved, to make one 
rich; that political corruption may be rewarded with the 
spoils, for betraying the interests of the people! These 
are the causes why the injuries of Ireland are left unre- 
dressed. The honey is mortgaged to the wasps, and to 
the drones, and the bees are condemned to drudge for them 
without any relaxation. But let the drones, and the wasps 
veware. The privation of every comfort that makes life 
desirable, produces a contempt of life, from which des- 
potism has every thing to fear. This is no time for trifling 
with Ireland. France knows.its situation. ‘The resto- 
ration of the Bourbons has restored the original policy of 
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that family against the existence of Great Britain. Invi- 
gorated by ‘the revolution, France feels her strength 
increasing, and is anxious again to measure swords 
with Engiand, which is almost ia the condition of 
the dying lion, and may be kicked at with tmpunity 
by every ass. Ireland lost, the Brifish navy would 
be soon little more than aname. ‘The navy destroyed, 
the existence of Britain, as a nation, would be at 


A 


anend. A colony of Rome in its infancy, England may 
become a dependency of Russia in its dotage ; and then it 
vill justly feel the evils it has so long and so mercilessly 
inflicted upon tretand. ‘There ‘3 but one rational hope— 
but one peaceable remedy; namely, that the Catholics 
and honest Protestants of Ireland would honestly and 
arnestly join the Parliamentary Reformers of England, 
aud insitt upon those rights which are withbeid. This 
UNION, unlike the union which now curses botk islands, 
would lead to endless blessings upon both. Mr. Ensor, 
and the wisest and best of Irish patriots, ardently wish 
and earnestly recommend this UNION ; and all who would 
spare Ireland the misery of a sanguinary path to a more 
sanguinary revolution, will endeavour to promote it. 

CATHOLIC PETITION REJECTED BY THE HOUSE 

OF COMMONS. 
MR. ENSOR’S ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND 
ON THAT EVENT. 

Away ye imposters and ye dupes, your occupation 1s 
one—the farce of emancipation, acted as regularly in 
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t. Stephen’s to delude the Catholics, as a. new, panto- 
mime at Drury-lane to amuse the holiday folk, is damned. 
Managers and actors, inveterate. Tories and apostate 
Whigs, “ abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mixed,” have 
obtained “ fit retribution, empty as their deeds.’’ Thanks. 
to-Burdett,, Bennet, Hume, Coke,. Folkstone, and thé 
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small band of intelligible men, who disdained to participate 
in the fraud and folly of another fotzes quoltes mummery, 
in which Catholic Emancipation was to perform the 
double part of Lover and Pantalcon. 

Who shail say that they ought to have waited for the 
debate? Who believes that any force of eloquence could 
have inverted the decision? Mr. Canning could not in- 
duce: Sir Thomas Lethbridge even to relax his malignity 
to the Catholi¢s, though this orator seduced the Baronet 
to contradict his intention, by his vote respecting Parli- 
amentaiy Reform. No one pretends that the genius of 
logic, or rhetoric, combined, could have effected a ma- 
jority. Mr. Plunkett said more, for he stated on that 
evening, “ the result of this question must depend on time 
and circumstances, and not upon reason and argument.” 
Then why should they have remained like Horace’s rus- 
tic, expecting the unceasing current of the food? This 
action became the manliness of their character; nor was 
it less bold than politic, equaillng in effect. the breaking 
the enemy’s line by our naval heroes in the last war. 

I had, in my “ Address to the People of Ireland,” pub- 
lished last August, stated incontrovertible reasons for be- 
lieving, that the liberation of the Catholics, if proble- 
matical hitherto, was now hopeless. One circumstance 
alone would have induced that conclusion---Me. Plunkett’s 
change of party for place. Yet Mr. Plunkett, in allusion 
to this circumstance, said, “ if he thought his coming to 
‘the ministerial side of the House was likely to injure the 
Catholic Cause in the slightest degree, thé Right Hon. 
Gentleman should not have seen him there,’” adding, 
“ that he thought it was a quast’on always too high for 
party.””. Who ever spoke more romantically ? - Did not 
some of those with whom he now associates, «nd profes- 

sing, also, their ardour for this cauce, join the ery of N® 
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Popery, when the Whigs were in power; and did not 
Mr. Plunkett’s new friends also propose, and carry a law, 
the copy of that Act which they had opposed, and who, 
by Opposing it, induced the dismissal of the Whigs froin 
office? Yet Mr. Plunkett innocently hoped, that the 
party which he had abandoned, would exhibit virtue un- 
alloyed, though he had witnessed in a similar situation, 
his new Tory associates sinning on this very question against 
all principles of honesty. Dropping the expectancy of 
celestial virtue in party politicians, did he not imagins 
that independent men must find their confidence relaxed 
in that advocate, who had quitted Whigs for Tories, 
without any apparent or assigned reason, and who, in 
changing, obtained an office of great emolument and dig- 
nity ; for the question must necessarily occur, what securi- 
ty is there that he is true’ to the Catholics, who has 
abandoned friendships of twenty-five years duration, 
leaguing with new men, at his aye, and in such circum- 
stances? Such deeds must paralyze the exertions of all. 

Beside this inference, an incident occurred since my _for- 
mer Address to the People of Ireland, conclusive of the 
issue of their cause. Mr. Plunkett, who waved introdu- 
cing the Catholic Petition last Session to Parliament, did, 
in breathless haste, in the fret and hurry of the ex-officio 
trials, give notice that he should, in a few days, present 
their Petitition ; thus, actually, coupling Catholic Affairs 
. with his own extraordinary law proceedings; and, to 
make bad worse, he commissioned Mr. Wynn to give this 
notice to Parliament. Mr. Wynn, the prime of the new 
squadrone volante, the brother of the Swiss Embassader, 
with the intolerable salary---Mr. Wynn, who vaunted his 
consistency, saying, though I am here, I have not gone 


over to Ministers, for they, by adopting my opinions, have 
eome over to me. 
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But, then, it is alleged, that the Cabinet is divided, 
and who knows, say the expectauts, what chance might 
turn the preponderances in favour of the Catholics. The 
Cabinet verily is divided, and it exhibits the squares of a 
chess-board, interchangeably white and black; but mark, 
{ pray you, how the component parts of the Cabinet 
balance each other---first appears Lord Eldon---who coun- 
terpoises him? None. Let him, therefore, as sovereign 
Judge of Equity, aud Keeper of the King’s Conscience, 
reculate the beam. This being agreed, forthwith appears 
Lord Maryborough and the Duke of Wellington ; brother 
against brother stand 1 in the opposite scales, and Mary- 
borough strikes the eround, first as heing the elder, and 
again as being a double personage, a man Jeside himself; 
for who does not remember that he, whilom Wellesley 
Pole, avowed in the House of Commons, that true he was 
anti-Catholic as a Minister, though he was pro-Catholic 
asaman. Then ther> were weighed Huskisson against 
Bathurst, and Wynn against Peel, each to a feather the 
weight of t’other. After these advance Canning and the 
Minister, and the tate Member for Liverpool otitwel rhs 
Liverpool's Lord just as Maryborough outweighed Welling. 
ton; for beside a thousand virtues, (personal and political, 
according to his double identity,) Canning speaks well 
and fishts better---apt to combat equally an anonymous 
Letter-Writer anda Secretary of State; yet he is withal 
the best-natured man living: the Jew of Malta was his 
prototype for forgiveness---for though he treated Castle- 


‘rea¢h as a dolt, he found no difficulty to accept of place 


under him ; and more, such is his placability, that after a 
few months sojourn at Lisbon, the deadliest hate to the 
planner of fie Walcheron destruction became the fastest 
friendship. How’far Mr. Canning is a most sincere friend 
pf the Catholics, the following facts will fully explain :--- 
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jn t801 he retired from Administration with Mr. Pitt ; 
because (said Mr. Pitt) ‘“ we (Pitt and his colleagues) felt 
this opinion so strongly that when we met with circum- 
stances which rendered it impossible for us to propose it 
(the Catholic Question) as a measure of Government, we 
felt it equally inconsistent with our duty and honour any 
longer to remain a part of that Government,” &c.---( Ann. 
Register, 1801, p. 129.) Yet, after this excellent des- 
canton independence, in 1804 Mr. Canning, with Mr. 
Pitt, returned to office, @nd honour and duty and the 
Catholic Question, as @ measure of Gevernment, made no 
part of the arrangement for their re-admission. 

Again, Mr. Canning felt himself at large after his duel 
with Lord Castlereagh. He was then in a belligerent mood 
—no, he would not even dine at a Pitt dinner because Pro- 
testant Ascendency intervened in the list of toasts ; besides, 
he refuse Lord Liverpool’s overtures to participate in the 
Administration, answering “ that he merely inquired of 
Lord Liverpool, as a matter of information, whether the 
policy and sentiments of his colleagues continued the same,’ 
and was candidly answeréd, that his own opinions upon 
this grand topic (the Catholic Question) remained unchang- 
ed; and he was not aware that those of his colleagues had 
undergone auy alteration. When he was thus informed 
of the settled opinions of the head of Government, he- 
noured with the chief confidence of the Sovereign, and; 
possessing all the influence and authority afforded by his 
station, could he for an instant doubt their practical effect 
on the other Members of the Cabinet, &e.; yet after all 
this parade, honour and du'y were again adjourned, and ; 
this very George Canning accepted the office of President 
of the Board of Controul under the same Lord Liverpool, 
still as unrelenting against the Catholic Claims, and ho- 
noured with the chief confidence of the Sovereign, and \poar 
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teon.. To talk of a divided Cabinet when. such men as 
Maryborough and Canning are the Catholic Cham pions, js 
prodigious folly. The Cabinet Ministers may have diffe- 
rent opinions, and they may agree to differ on the Catho- 
lil Questioa, just to enable their accessaries in office to 
preserve a doubttal character, and to cherish a delusive 
hope among the Catholics; but to suppase that such 
whiffling, vaciliatins feilows, can effect. aay subsiantial 
resistance in the Cabinet, where Bidon and Liverpool 
preside, 1s doiage. 

But I say the Cabinet is agreed. Did they not aaani- 
mously sanction the Holy Alliance, which George the 
Fourth not ouly approved, but of which he lamented 
he could not become formaily a constituent Member ?— 
Did they not anihorise the spoliation, partition and absorp- 
tion of free States by confederated tyrants? Have they 
not approved the re-immerging whole nations by toréign 
eonqucrors into the avyss of domestic slavery ¢ Didthey 
bot promote and carry the unioa of Ireland and En land, 
a measure called by Fox, when Secretary of State, atro- 
cious in its principle and abominable in its. means— 
(Morning Chronicle, February 4, 1806) ; and do, they 
not now justfy the catastrophe? Do they nut. appiaud the 
Manchester Massacre, and honour the perpetrators of-it ! 
Have they not curtailed freedom at home? And do they 
not resist, by all nefarious means, the~ universal yoice of 
Parliamentary Reform? If this Cabinet be divided on 
Catholic Emancipation, it is as the head is divided from the 
tail by the vertebre. 

‘Well! thoagh Catholic Emancipation be rather a for- 
lorn ‘hope during the existence of the present, Cabinet, 
united or divided, yet they are almost anxious that Lreland 
should be governed impartially. Of course, now: for the 
eommentary on this. ministerial theme. On the: elose of the 
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dzbate respecting the proposed vote of censure on Mr. 
Piunkett, Mr. Canning voted for passing to the orders of 
of the day, because ‘“‘ thus he would afford a triumph to 
neither party.”’ Whoare the parties? ‘Phe Orangemen, 
and all the remaining population of Ireland, including his 
Majesty’s Government. Thus Mr. Canning, the friend of 
the Catholics, the advocate of peace and reconciliation, 
balavees a few outrages Orangemen witii many Protestants 
and all the Catholics, a popuiation amounting to six mil- 
lions of men. 

Talk of impartiallity in Ireland, and be thus judged — 


Who will again contront the Orange gang, after Mr. Can- 
ning aud the Ministry’s desertionof Mr. Piunkett, the 
first Law Officer of the Crown ? Mr. Canning, forsooth, 
greatly favers the admimistration of the Marquis of Wel- 
lesley, and it was, that his Goverament might continue, 
he should be averse, that by any resolution of the House, 
a'blow should be siruck at so essential a member of it as 
the Right Honourable and Learned Gentleman (Mr. Plun- 
kett).. Miserable Ireland—most miserable Attorney-Gene- 
ral, left to fight the cause of the British Government in 
Ireland, single and unsupported in the British Parliament, 
abandoned to work out your own salvation by your own 
mighty powers---worse than abandoned by your collea- 
gues; for to a questionabie suggestion of Mr. Brougham, 
more in hate of others thanin pity to you, and reserv- 
edly adopted by Mr. Canning, you owe the ‘issue of the 
debate. | 

Mr. Piunkett’s success does not promise many zealous 
ministerial advocates for public justice in Ireland ; and 
yet, how diminutive and imperfect. were Mr. Plunkett’s 
proceedings in respect to the infraction of the laws. Mark 
the balance of that account between Catholic and Protes- 
tant offenders—dressing the Statute of William, on: the 
4th of November. was prohibited ; on that'same dey, Mr: 
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Plankett prosecuted eight Catholics for administering un- 
lawful oaths ; and I have no doubt but the identity of time 
respecting the prohibition and the prosecution, was adop- 
ted intentionally to exhibit the unsparing equity of the 
Attorney-General in the administration of justice. If 
this be treating, nullo discrimine, Catholics and Protestants, 
our Christian lawyers have yet to learn justice to contend- 
ing parties from the pagan poet. Justice required, that 
if eight Ribbonmen were tried, eight Orangemen should 
be arraigned also ; for Mr. Plunkett emphatically declared 
the illegality * of Orange Associations, and they are worse 
than Ribbon Lodges, as they preceded and originated 
them. 

. But it is said Mr. Goulburn in bringing in a Bill, which 
directly declares the unlawfuiness of the Orange Lustitu 
tion. I care notif each and every Master of every Orange 
Lodge. were outlawed by name—who shall execute the 
law ¢ Who shall arrest the proscribed ‘Even suppose them 
taken, who will impannel + the Jury—who will be theis 
Jurymen { Last year an Orangeman committed a foul 
murder in Armagh ; yet, not one effort was made by the 
magistracy to secure the assassin. The trials for the riot 
at the theatre, when the Viceroy was to be the victim, 
are also a comment on the respeciable justice of Protes- 





_* It appeared by the evidence, that a plan had been concerted by 
the members of an Orange Ledge. He did not méan to bring: before 
the House this subject of which, though he had always disapproved, 
he had never interfered in it; but he would tell the House, in five 
words, why he disapproved of such Associations—because they were 
illegal by the statute law, ard by the common law, being bound by a 
secret oath, and recognising a jurisdiction inconsistent with their duty 
to the State; but above all, bécause they established an exelusive re- 
ligious system, and brought the Catholics and Protestants into a state 
of hostile array.— (Mr. Plunkett’s speech—Times, April 16, 1823.) 

+.L knew a Sheriff who was asked, in 1806, to pack a Jury, by a 
person of’a large income, a fair fame, and righteous profession; the 
reason [do not mention names is, one of the parties is dead, I believe 
thatin party questions the practice is common. 

+ The English Law grants a Jury de medietate lingue to foreigners 5. 
a thnusand timcs. more;necessarp to justice is the same law necessery 
a Catholics in Treland, in-all questions of a party natitre. lan 








AO ian Oa eu.) mh 

































THER BLacK DWARF. 707 


tants, exclusively tried by Protestants—there never was 
justice, nor can justice be administered between two par- 
ties, When one is the prerogative ordeit by law, and the 
other is disgraced by the Statute. It is a contradiction— 
disgrace is contagious, and no manis prog@f against its ma- 
lignity. What signifies Mr. Goulburn’s. Bill? Will not 
the Orangemen continue Orange, varying the terms of 
their Institution, Orange or Blue ; swearing or affirming 
imports little ; Protestants are to continue the privileged 
class, while ban anathema are pronouncect against the 
Catholic people. Regarda single fact stronger than sta- 
tute-books and all the bench. In Ulster twenty thousand 
yeomen are embodied, and so exclusively Protestant, that 
not one Catholic is admitted into this army of the Faith. 
Mr. Hume wished to have them disbanded. No, said 
Secretary Goulburn, they must be continued. Why ? for 
the purpose of conciliation! Yet does this exclusively 
Protestant assemblage in Ulster exhibit a tyranny more 
galling and odious than the sufferings of villains and slaves, 
in the time of feudal bondage. In that barbarous period, 
the right to carry arms distinguished the freeman frem thé 
slave. Butin Ulster the Catholic is more a slave now 
than the villain formerly. Slaves were often manumitted 
by the delivery of arms, but the Catholics of Ulster shail 
not. be liberated and armed, while the Protestants are not 
onky armed bat accoutred, clothed, paid, and banded by 
the sovereign power of the State, It is a monstrous ab- 
surdity to ialk of justice to sects, casts, classes, whom the 
law disparages. When England fought and negociated: 
for the monopoly of the Slave Trade, (the assiento coti+ 
tract, &c.) the negroes were held an inferior race by those 
very people who have damned with atheism a figurative 
interpreter of the second chapter of the Genesis, while 
other pious men held‘the abused negroes, the children of 
the first murderer, stigmatised with Cain’s curse ;/ and, 
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have the Catholics been less maligned ? yet the kindred of 
Catholic and Protestant is some years-Jater than the first 
days of creation. 3 

What, my countrymen, will now bé your'conduet ?— 
Petition, petition again and again, and suffer on earth the 
punishment of Sisyphus in hell. Some Catholic Lords, 
your natural leaders, will advise petitioning; the whole 
divided Cabinet’ will join them, and the bishops too.--- 
Bishop Bedell, two hyndred years ago, recommended that 
the Irish should be encouraged to petition, to evaporate 
their discontents.---(Straffurd’s Letters, vi. p. 148).  Pe- 
tition! Does not Parliament know the wants and wishes 
of the Irish people ? ~For what possible reason should 
your petition be accepted by the House ofCommons of Par- 
liament, how canit pass the Lords ? for who shall propi- | 
tiate the Royal brethren, York and Clarence ? How shall 
the Bishops, who stand amidst the Protestant Peerage of 
Great Britain, like that asphaltic pool, the Dead Sea in 
the land of Judea, be won to justify you and the Gospel? 
Away then with the idle repetitions of your wrongs and 
your rights. : ) 

For you have a right to your demands, and more ;) and 
it is the duty of Government to grant them. You and all 
men have an incontestable inalienable right to be well 
governed, because it is agreeable to the Creator’s will that 
his creatures should improve their faculties and affections; 
and for the same reason all Governors should endeavour to 
improve the system under which they act, as all men 
should be encouraged and enabled to attain the highest 
possible mental and moral excellence, which cannot hap- 
pen, but the reverse, where the Code and the Administra- 
tion are iniquitous. In all such cases, the evil is direct 
and retro-active, ruinous both to the oppressor and oppres- 
sed, producing poverty and rapacity ; the means and ap- 
titude of corrupting, abjectnes: and insolence, hatred and 
contempt, clandestine male, and trumphant_ outrage. 
Let none imagine that anarchy in Ireland springs from 4 
theological source. The same happened in England cen- 
turies azo; the same happened in France,* befure the 
name of Huguenot was known ; and in Ireland, when the 


——— 





* The Jacquerie was a murderous insurrection of the lowest people, 
without leader or order, murceriug and violating the Gentry and 
Nobles. Froissart say the King of Nnverre hanged 3000 of them in 
ere day, near Clermont, in Beauvoises—vi. p. 474, an: yet it eat- 
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faith of that country and of Europe was one. Ireland is 
now dissociated, as no country in Europe is, because in 
no other European State is the line of demarcation, be- 
tween sectaries upheld by Government.—Mr_ Canning 
states! the fact---because in no other couniry in Europe are 
the many. subjected to the few: not even in Greece, for 
there the Turks are more numerous, comparatively, than 
the ruling faction in Ireland,---because other states, ap- 
proaching freedom, in Europe, enjoy a Parliament. Nor- 
way, Neufchatel, even the Isle of Man, and the Isles of 
Jersey and Guernsey, possess local legislations, and rejoice 
in the privilege. These are among the chief causes of 
Jreland’s. misery, and so long as they operate, the evil 
will continue. Then, petition no more, my countrymen ; 
you have done your duty, let Government do their’s, 
Events hasten the catastrophe ; no power, military or. des- 
potic, can retard its progress. Nature has taken part with 
you, for while the Protestant population declines---so 
much more injurious is tyranny to the oppressor than 
the oppressed, the Catholic advances at a tremendous 
ratio. ‘Thus are you befriended through the generations 
of men. Petition no more; but, as I have already advi- 
sed you, merge your personal wrongs in the national 
griey ance---make common cause against the common ene- 

my--- declare for Parliamentary Reform in England. This 
you owe to the unrepresented people of Britain ; declare 
for Reform and restoration of Parliament in Ireland. This 
you owe to God and your country. 

GEORGE ENSOR. 

Ardress, April 28, 1823. 

—_——— : => 

TO CORRESPON DENTs. 

A. most extraordinary manuscript accidentally fell into our 
hands, called “Tue Portrican Doctrine or our LorRD AND 
Saviour Jesus Curist :”-—And thinking it of the utmost-impor- 
tance that it should be published, we recommended thatit-should 
be immediately placed in the hands of the printer; which was. ac- 

cordingly done ; and, we have the pleasure of announcing, that jt 
will be published i in the course of the ensuing week. We know 
but. few, works that can rank witlrit, in point “of forcible illustra- 
tion, and the masterly treatment of the subject ; and as it ¢xone- 
rates the Christian Sc riptures from being fav ourable to despetism, 
either mental, or bodily, it will be read with great avidity, and 
equal satisfaction by the Christian world. 

We have received the letter of “ Moses,” on the’ subject of the 
conversion of the Jews, by the late Chancellor . of, the Exchequer, 
and other equally pious lords, ladies, and gentlemen; and. shall 
notice the es pe next week, 


The lines of a “ Female Radical,” and a North Briton im our 
next. 
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POLITICAL INFORMATION, 


It is with much satisfaction we perceive that, amidst 
all the schemes for perpetuating and spreading the influ- 
ence of existing abus-s, an endeavour is making at Bir- 
mingham,to propagate the eternal principles of trite morals 
and just policy, by the establishment of a “ Political and 
Moral Tract Society.’’ Since the execrabie six acts were 
passed, though the press has been but little fettered: by 
them, the progress of political information has been ma- 
terially impeded, by t':e increased expense of political 
publications. An active determination to supply every 
neighbourhood, gratis, with political tracts, would supply 
the place of the “‘ twopenny trash” with increased efiect ; 
and we know of no better, nor of any more efficacious 
employment for the friends of reform, than to cuitivate 
the union and improvement of the minds of the people. 
We extract from a paper forwarded to us, the following 
passages, which will convey some idea of the nature of 
the intended association. 

“ A few individuals having established an institution denomi- 
fated the “Brrmrncuam Monat anD Potiticat Tracr Socrery,” 
the object of whieh is the dissemination of sound political informa- 
tion among the labouringand industrious classes ofthe people ; they 
deem it necessary, on commencing their career, to lay betore the 
public a simple epitome of the rules by which their actions will be 
guided ;—and they are the more induced to do this, in order that 
their motives may be free froin misconstruction. 

“The members of the secicty profess no attachment to any prin- 
ciples save those built upon the immutable foundations of truth 
and juséice, which, in their opinion, should rise superior. over all 
other, and be the guide of man 1 his every action through lite :— 
such principles, it is to be lamented, are but of little estimation in 
the eves of the directors of the national interests, who, blinded by 
ambition, lose sight of the beauties they contain and the: blessings 
they would, bestow, if acted upon with a view ta promote the free- 
dom: ahd happiness of the people. | 











FHH BLACK DWAR. wil 


“Impressed: with the importance of these sentiments, and, Know- 
ing that man is the creature of habit—that circumstances have a 
tendency on some occasions to convince him of the dangers to 
which he exposes himself by adopting a line of conduct inconsistent 
with his own interests—and, believing that the origin of the crimes 
which are deluging the country with infamy and digrace, centres in 
the errors imbibed by its different membe:s, whose deviations from 
the path of rectitude may be fairly ascribed to the prevalence of 
the evils, passion and prejudice; it is the intention of this Institu- 
lion to promuigate «doctrines tending to destroy the one, and sub- 
due the other ;—and it is hoped, that.in a short space of time, the 
bencfits resuiting trom the circulation of such principles will be 
mest important to this town in particular, and ‘the nation in ge, 
neral, 


“In the observations which the conductors of the instituuion in 


the course of their proceedings, may have occasion to make, it is 
their determination studiously to avoid all malignity of spirit, even 
towards the greatest enemies they may have to contend with 
(should any exist) but, considering all mankind as the descendants 
of one common parent; with the familiartiy which a father would 
manifest cowards his child when admonishing him of. the manifold 
temptations that surround his paths; with the same temper and 
disposition they will point out to their fellow-mortals the dreadful 
effects of vice and folly, coutrasted with the laudable exertions of 
virtue. 

“ The pages of “ The Moraland Political Tract,” will be few : 
its paragraphs energetic—its manner simple---but its matter most 
mportant. The chief enemy it will have to combat, 1s ignorance, 
to destroy whose baneful eifects and the habits and dispositions of 
its votaries ; to plant the tree of knowledge in the soil of intellect ; 
to unbandage the eyes; to unmanacle the understanding ; and to 
expose the demoralized condition of man. These are the professed 
purposes of the publication---for the attainment of these ob- 
jects the Institution has been established, as a channel for intor- 
mation whereby the mind may become instructed and enlightened 
inthose matters which most materially concern its peace and 
happiness in civil Society. 
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“ Th. circulation will be free of expense, and the Publicatians 
will be delivered at the doors-of those to whom they are addressed 
by persons selected for that purpose. ‘The first Number of “ The 
Birmingham Moral and Political Tract,” will be issued from the 
Press as soon as the Funds of the Institution will permit, and the 
Members flatter themselves their exertions will experience the ap- 
probation and support of every friend who sincerely loves the sa- 
cred cause of Liberty 

Birnungham, April 33d, 1823. 
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SPAIN. 


We have much satisfaction in being able to state, that 
a public meeting to express, in an adequate manner, the 
feelings of the inhabitants of the metropolis, on the sub- 
ject of the base and unprincipled invasion of Spain, is to 
be held on Thursday, the 22d inst. After two preliminary 
meetings, respectably attended by the friends of freedom, 
national and individual, a Committee was formed on Thurs- 
day last, consisting of Col. Stanhope, Col. Davies, Mr. 
Williams, Mr. Hobhouse, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Bowring, and 
various other gentlemen who were present, with instruc- 
tions to arrange the previous business. The name of the 
Chairman is not yet announced, but Lord Holiand, Lord 
Grey, Lord Erskine, Sir F. bardett, and Mr. Baring, have 
been mentioned as persons who were likely to be applied 
to. As, fortunately, the greatest unanimity prevails upon 
this point, it may be hoped that an important BRITIS“ 
DECLARATION will be issued, in reply to the infamous 
manifestoes of the Holy Alliance, who having thrown 
down the gauntlet against the people «f all nations, 
in favour of despotism, ought to be ANSWERED by 
the PEOPLE of every country, where the people 
have. the means of promulgating their defiance of 
these sceptered banditti. A strong and appropriate de- 
claration, emanating from the proposed meeting, might 
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be advpted in-dther ‘meetings that may follow; and it 
would be highly desirable that it should receive the 
sanction of every town, ward, and parish, in the kingdom ; 
that a general burst of honest indignation may resound so 
joudly as to scare the despots from their infernal purposes. 
A subscription will probably be proposed ; anda standing 
committee, to receive contributions of arms, and donations 
of money, during the contest, would be a useful addition 
to the ordinary resolutions. ‘There are thousands of old 
arms in the possession of individuals who make no use of 
them; and who will radily offer them to the cause of 
liberty in Spain. We trust that every journalist will give 
all possibie publicity to the intended measures, in order 
that the public opision may be expressed in the most ge- 
nera! and effective manner. 


—— = -- 2 


REPUBLICANINM.---The following passage is extracted 
from a speech of Jude'e Story, in the late convention of 
Massachusetts. ‘ In our country, the highest is not above 
the people; the humblest is not below the people. If 
the rich may be said to have additional protection, they 
have not additional power---nor does wealth here form a 
permanent distinction of families. Those who are wealthy 
to-day, pass to the tomb, and their children divide their 
estates. Property thus is divided quite as fast as it accu- 
mutates. No family can, without its own exertions, stand 
erect for along time, under our statute of descents and 
distributions, the only true and legitimate agrarian law. 
It silently and quietly dissolves the mass heaped up by 
the toil and diligence of a long life of enterprize and in- 
dustry. Property is continually changing like the waves 
of the sea. Qne wave rises, and is soon swallowed up 
in the vast abyss, and seen no, more. Another arises, and 
having reached its destined limits, falls gently away, and 
is succeeded by yet another, which. in its turn, breaks 

VoL. X. No. 20, 
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and dies gently on the shore. ‘The richest mai among us 
may be brought down to the humblest level: and the 
child, with scarcely clothes to cover his nakedness, may 
rise to the highest office in our government; and the poor 
man, while he rocks his infant on his knees, may justly 
indulge the consolation, that, if he possess talent and 


virtue, there is no office beyond the reach of his honour- 
able ambition.” 











THE LOOKING GLASS. 


A FABLE FOR THE HOLY ALLIANCE. 
There was a land—to name the place 

Is neither now my wish nor duty— 
Where reign’d a certain Royal race, 


By right of their superior beauty. 


Of course if any knave but hinted 
That the King’s nose was turn’d awry, 
Or that the Queen (God save us) squinted— 
The judges doom’d that knave to die. 


So, on they went—the crow.| believing— 


(As crowds well govern’d always do) 
Their rulers, too, themselves deceiving— 


So old the joke, they thought it true. 


But jokes, we know, if they too far go, 
Must have an end: and so, one day, 
Upon that coast there was a cargo 


Of looking-glasses cast away. 


’Twas said some Radicals somewhere 
Had laid their wicked heads together, 

And forced that ship to founder there, 
While some believe it was the weather. 


However this might be, the freight 
Was landed without fees or duties ; 
And from that hour historians date 


The downfal of the race of beauties. 
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The looking-glasses got about, 


And grew so common through the land, 
That scarce a tinker could walk out. 


Without a mirror in his hand. 


In vain the Court, aware of errors 

In all the old-established mazards, 
Prohibited the use of mirrors, 

And tried to break them at all hazards. 
Tn vain, their laws might just as well 

Have been waste paper on the shelves ; 
That fatal freight had broke the spell ; 

People had look’d—and knew themselves. 


If chance a Duke, of birth sublime, 
Presum’d upon his ancient face, 
(Some calf-head, ugly from all time,) 


They popp’d a mirror to his Grace. 


From Dukes’ they passed to regal phyzzes, 
Compar’d them proudly with their own, 

And cried, ‘ How could such monstrons quizzes 
‘‘ In beauty’s name usurp the throne !” 


They then wrote essays, pamphlets, books, 
Upon cosmetical economy, 

Which made the King try various looks, 
But none improved his physiognomy. 


And satires at the Court they levell’d, 
And small lampoons, fo full of slynesses, 
That soon, in short, they quite be-devil’d 
Their Majesties and Royal Highnesses. 


At length—but here I drop the veil, 

To spare some loyal folks’ sensations ;— 
Besides, what follows is the tale 

Of all such late-enlightened nations. 


Of all to whom old Time discloses 

A truth they should have sooner known—- 
That Kings have neither rights nor noses 

A whit diviner than their own. 


T. MOORF. 
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